The Top 10 Percent of Earners Paid 70 Percent
of Federal Income Taxes
Top earners are the target for new tax increases, but the U.S. tax system is already highly progressive. The top

1 percent of income earners paid 38 percent of all federal income taxes in 2008, while the bottom 50 percent
paid only 3 percent. Forty-nine percent of U.S. households paid no federal income tax at all.
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Source: Tax Foundation and Internal Revenue Service.
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